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The RiverCity Gothenburg Vision is adopted by the City Council, and was
developed by the RiverCity Gothenburg project team (Centrala Älvstaden) between
2010 – 2012. You can view the ideas that contributed to the vision process on
centralalaalvstaden.goteborg.se
Follow the development of RiverCity Gothenburg on alvstaden.goteborg.se

RIVERCITY
GOTHENBURG
VISION
OPEN TO
THE WORLD

RiverCity Gothenburg is open - inwards towards
Gothenburg and West Sweden - outwards to the
world. A meeting point with a strong sense of
community and new initiatives, where the old meet
the new. RiverCity Gothenburg is vibrant and open
and at the same time distinct and unique.
Gothenburg has always been open to the world. The city was
founded in 1621 with the help of Dutch planners and Italian ideals.
German, English and Scottish settlers came here to pursue trade
and shipping, and they have put their mark on the city’s social
and cultural life. The city could expand through its extensive labor
migration. Nowadays are people from all over the world living in
Gothenburg and many of the city’s businesses are internationally
owned. Diversity is now greater than ever and Gothenburg’s most
important asset is and has always been its people. The development
of RiverCity Gothenburg will recognise and cherish the power of this
diversity and will continue the transparent interaction with the city’s
residents as well as with the world.
RiverCity Gothenburg is inclusive with meeting places for all. It
contains a mix of housing, design and a connected, dense and
inviting urban environment. The area is green and close to the
river and adapted to meet the effects of climate change. RiverCity
Gothenburg is dynamic and stimulates the development of a more
diverse and sustainable economy.
The RiverCity Gothenburg vision contains three strategies, which
have been shaped over two years with the help of thousands of
Gothenburg’s residents with different backgrounds and ages.
The work has also involved representatives from the municipality,
industry, academia, and international/national expertise.

CONNECT
THE CITY
The city will be linked across the river. There should be a
mix of places, architecture, housing, activities and space
for people to express themselves. Social exclusion and
physical segregation will be counteracted through openness,
varitation and involvement.
Build the city together
Gothenburg is currently physically fragmented. Roads, railway tracks and
closed-off areas separate the north from the south and the city from the river.
The river, which has historically been a unifying link, is currently a barrier. The
city need therefore to be linked to the river by replacing barriers with an urban
environment where accessible streets and urban roads are used to connect the
city. RiverCity Gothenburg will be transformed into a cohesive inner-city where
it is easy to move around on foot. Busy highways will be transformed into urban
streets and boulevards, with public transport and greenery. Pedestrians and
cyclists will be able to easily get across the river in the extension of the streets
Östra Hamngatan and Avenyn towards the areas of Frihamnen, Kvillebäcken
and Backaplan.

A city at eye level
It is important to create a city for everyone. A socially diverse population will be
promoted in the area through a variety of housing with different forms of tenancy
and size. The street level will be characterised by variation and diversity.
Alternative housing forms such as houseboats can be accommodated at Ringön
and along selected quays, and student apartments will be located side by side
with shops, workplaces and cultural institutions. The existing qualities and the
identity of Gothenburg will be nurtured and utilised by mixing the old with the
new, the dense with the sparse.

Get more people involved
The expansion of RiverCity Gothenburg affects the whole city. It is therefore
important that everyone, regardless of where we live in the city, is given
the opportunity to be involved in the planning and development of the area.
RiverCity Gothenburg will capitalise on local knowledge and experience. The
area should welcome and open up for new initiatives and ideas.

embrace
the water
RiverCity Gothenburg will be developed into a green city at
the river shore, as global icon for green urban development
where it is easy to have a sustainable lifestyle. Water will be
a natural element in the city environment and seen as an
asset for everyone.
Meeting places along the water
RiverCity Gothenburg will have continuous pedestrian and bicycle paths along
the river shores. The border between the water and land should be dissolved,
allowing the city to expand out into the water and for the water to enter the
city. Parks and green spaces will be introduced in such way that it increases
accessibility and entices us to move along and on the water.

Shipping in harmony with the city

Shipping and ferry services contribute to a vibrant river environment and should
be promoted. However, the shipping sector needs to develop in harmony with
the new links across the river and with improved access to the waterfront. Ferry
and cruise traffic needs to reduce its environmental impact in order to live up to
RiverCity Gothenburgs objectives of being green.

Climate adaption as a driver
RiverCity Gothenburg will be designed in a way that makes it easy to live
sustainably, with efficient and flexible systems for renewable energy and
transport. The proximity to the water is an asset for the area, but it also presents
a challenge as the area is affected by climate change. Innovative solutions for
climate adaptation will be used to protect and bring the city closer to the water
as well as creating exciting and educational elements in the urban space.
Climate adaptation development can attract knowledge, skills and innovation to
the city. RiverCity Gothenburg will be a test-bed where new solutions for climate
change adaptation and renewable energy are produced and displayed. This can
strengthen Gothenburg as a brand and attract business and researchers within
these fields.

Reinforce
the centre
The driving forces of Gothenburg will be released in
RiverCity Gothenburg. The compact and varied inner-city
will grow over the river and the regional center become
more accessible. The area will attract people and businesses
throughout Sweden and from abroad.
An accessible regional centre
RiverCity Gothenburg is located in the heart of West Sweden’s regional
economic system. By densifying and establishing several strong hubs in the
area the center can be developed and grow sustainably over time. The Central
Station area is an important hub together with the areas Frihamnen, Backaplan,
Lindholmen och Järntorget/Järnvågen.

Innovative networks
To meet future challenges of stiff competition and uncertainty, we will need
to capitalise on the strengths that are already established in the city. These
strengths are large corporations, strong clusters and strong collaborations
between the local authority, academia and industry. We also need to build on
the knowledge, skills, enterprises and networks that already exist in the city.
An innovative and open approach is required, where the small and large scale
actors can help each other to grow and develop. Culture will be used as a driver,
where different networks, media, art and academia can inspire each other.

An attractive city environment
The living environment is an important factor when a company invests and
establishes new operations. Through its attractive city environment RiverCity
Gothenburg will attract individuals who work or study internationally. A dense
city creates the conditions for a wide range of services, workplaces, culture and
recreation. The diversity of its content - its mixture - is crucial to how active an
area is day and night. It is the contrast that generates and stimulates the urban
diversity in the urban environment.

capitalising
on our strengths through

to 2021
The work with RiverCity Gothenburg is
already underway! In Kvillebäcken 2000 apartments are
being built and on the Southern river shore the areas
Skeppsbron and Norra Masthugget are being planned.

In 2021 Gothenburg will celebrate its 400th anniversary. The first developing stage
of RiverCity Gothenburg - RiverCity 2021 - will capitalise our strengths to celebrate
the Jubilee. The people of Gothenburg are eagerly awaiting the linking of the city
across the river and for the construction to start at Frihamnen. The first stage will
therefore be directed to this area. The key challenges for RiverCity 2021 will be
how homes, workplaces and services can be integrated into a modern inner-city
along the river.
Each project within the RiverCity Gothenburg area should rest on the values 
conveyed in the vision. The area will be developed for a long time to come and will
be used as a test-bed for new methods and techniques that can be used to build
a sustainable city. These can range from socially mixed housing to efficient and
flexible climate adaptation, energy innovation and how the interaction between
large and small business can be improved. Temporary uses such as installations,
concerts and city gardening, along with other temporary solutions and activities
should be introduced to the RiverCity Gothenburg area, meanwhile the long-term
plan is being made.
RiverCity Gothenburg affects us all. It is therefore important to keep the process
active and open. Everyone should be able to be engaged in and to exert an
influence on the development of the future city.

THE FUTURE RIVERCITY GOTHENBURG

THE SOUTHERN
RIVER SHORE
The Southern river shore
will be brought closer to the
water through the quarters of
Skeppsbron, Masthuggskajen
and Stigberget. The Järntorget/
Järnvågen hub will be the
midpoint and link up the area.
It will be complemented by a
mixed range of commercial
activities and uses. There will
be further study of how the busy
urban highway of Oskarsleden
can be redesigned into an
urban street.

THE CITY
WITHIN THE MOAT
We should safeguard the mixed
commercial activities and uses
in the city within the moat and
the rich range of events and
pursuits. The Nordstan quarter
will be developed towards
Lilla Bommen and the Central
Station area.

Lindholmen
The Lindholmen quarter has an
important role to play as a centre
for the knowledge economy with
collaboration within the media,
the arts and academia. This role
will be reinforced by building
on existing clusters. Work and
education in the area will be
improved, but it will also be
complemented by new homes.
Lindholmen will be developed
as a hub and will in time link
Stigberget on the Southern
shore to Hisingen through a
public transport link.

Ramberget
The green area of Ramberget
is of considerable value to the
urban environment and will be
better integrated into the rest
of the city.

Kvillestan
The commercial activities in
Kvillestaden will be safeguarded
alongside the character of the
residential area. The area will
be linked to the Frihamnen
and Backaplan quarters.
How Lundbyleden and the
port railway line will be directed
underground will be the subject
of further study.

Backaplan
Backaplan will link the rest of
Lundby to the Frihamnen and
Brunnsbo quarters. The area will
be developed as a dense mixed
use hub. Retailing will continue
to be developed. Backaplan will
form part of the urban axis that
will be created across the river
to the Central Station area.

Frihamnen
If the inner city is to expand
across the river and link up
the Kvillestaden, Backaplan,
Lindholmen and Ringön
quarters, Frihamnen will be
strategically important. The
area will be a hub comprising
new workplaces, socially
mixed housing and good
public transport. The
development will be dense
and contain a mix of uses.

The Kvillebäcken river will be
channelled through Frihamnen
to form a ’green corridor’. No
freight ferries will be permitted
here. The area will be linked to
the city within the moat by means
of a new bridge for pedestrians
and cyclists between Frihamnen
and the extension of Östra
Hamngatan and Avenyn.

Ringön
At Ringön, various businesses
currently exist side by side. This
diversity will be utilised and
reinforced. The area will be
developed under its own power at
the same time that scope will
be created for industry –
enterprises that are at the leading
edge as well as enterprises that
are more conventional. The range
between the new enterprises
at Frihamnen and the existing
enterprises at Ringön is an
important contributing factor in the
development process. There will
be old and new, expensive and
less expensive. Alternative forms
of housing, such as houseboats,
will be accommodated at Ringön.

THE CENTRAL
STATION AREA
The Southern river shore
will be brought closer to the
water through the quarters of
Skeppsbron, Masthuggskajen
and Stigberget. The Järntorget/
Järnvågen hub will be the
midpoint and link up the area.
It will be complemented by a
mixed range of commercial
activities and uses.

There will be further study of
how the busy urban highway of
Oskarsleden can be redesigned
into an urban street.

Gullbergsvass
The Gullbergsvass quarter will
be reinforced with a mix of uses,
which both builds on the local
qualities of the neighbourhood
as well as a new, large park.
The area will be integrated more
effectively with the water through
new walking paths along the
river. There will be further study
of how the busy urban highway
of Mårten Krakowgatan can be
redesigned into an urban street.

THE RIVER
We will have a living river space
with smallscale and large-scale
boat and ferry traffic. Continuous
paths for walking and cycling will
be established along both banks
of the river. Squares and activities
on both sides of the water will
attract people down to the water
and link the city across the river.

RiverCity 2021
We will capitalise on our strengths
in the lead up to the Jubilee
by developing the first stage of
RiverCity 2021. The area will
comprise parts of Frihamnen and
Ringön. Key issues for RiverCity
2021 will be to show how housing,
workplaces and services can
be integrated into a modern
inner-city environment and which
connect the city across the river.
A Jubilee Park will be created
on the waterfront of Frihamnen
and Ringön.

